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Welcome 

What an incredibly busy start to the term we have had 

in Post 16 at Bosworth Academy, the first term has 

flown by, and to recognise the hard work students have 

put into their studies we held celebration assemblies on 

the penultimate week. It was fantastic to see so many 

students really committed to their A level courses. It is 

hard to believe that it has been only 

four months since students               

collected their amazing A level                

results which have enabled them to 

progress onto a broad range of             

degrees and apprenticeships on the 

next step of their educational                  

journey. You can read about some 

of the amazing students and their 

grades in this publication. Now we 

are already nearing the end of this 

year’s cycle with students in Year 13 completing their 

UCAS university applications and many are receiving 

offers and interview dates. The process for those                 

applying to degree apprenticeships starts not long after 

the Christmas break and we wish them all the best of 

luck. 

Students from over 20 high schools have joined us in 

Year 12 students are now settled onto their courses 

with the first subject parents ' evening taking place on 

11th December, giving parents/carers a better insight 

into how their children are progressing so far. We are 

trialling returning to in person parents’ evenings for 

some year groups and will evaluate at the end of the 

year whether parents prefer to speak to teachers in 

person or value the ease of the online system, which 

allows more flexibility but doesn’t give parents such a 

personal connection to the school.  

The application process to our sixth form has also              

begun for the next cohort of students in Year 11            

considering A levels at Bosworth for the next step of 

their education. The deadline for applications is the end 

of January and we are extending the opportunity for 

prospective students to visit the school during the day 

to get a better insight into life as a sixth form student in 

The Oaks, you can read about details and dates here. 

Over the last few weeks our sixth form students have 

been involved in a range of extra curricular activities 

from sporting fixtures to field trips with a group of Year 

12 and 13 students visiting Paris with the Languages 

department to sample a taste of Gallic culture, they had 

an amazing experience and really 

valued the opportunity to spend time 

in a French school and then visit local  

attractions with their French peers. 

Alongside these leisure activities our 

Year 12 and 13 peer mentors have 

completed their training and are   

sharing their expertise with Year 11 

students to support them in their 

preparation for their upcoming 

GCSEs, the role of a mentor is really 

beneficial for both students and mentors as they             

develop the essential 6C qualities so valued by               

admissions officers and employers.  

The Christmas holidays are now very close and we wish 

all our students a relaxing break and look forward to 

welcoming in a new year of exciting opportunities and 

experiences. 

Louise Holdback 

Assistant Headteacher, Head of The Oaks Sixth Form 
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Sixth Form Tours 
 

We can confirm that our Sixth Form tours will be         

returning in January 2026! 

Come experience what life is like for our sixth form 

students by having a personalised tour of Bosworth 

Academy. 

You will be guided by a member of our Post 16 team 

who will show you around the Academy including The 

Oaks social area, discuss subject choices that are 

available and the opportunities these can bring. 

Tours will be running on the following dates, all at 

9.15am: 

 Monday 12 January 2026 

 Monday 19 January 2026 

 Monday 26 January 2026 

Go to www.ticketsource.co.uk/bosworth-academy 

and book your place today.  

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Be better than you thought you could be with               

Bosworth Academy The Oaks Sixth Form. 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
 

On Thursday 30          

October we welcomed                   

prospective Year 12          

students and their             

parents/carers from 

across Leicestershire to 

gain an insight into our 

Sixth Form at this year’s 

Post 16 open evening. 

Our visitors were able to 

speak with existing      

Bosworth Academy 

Post 16 students along 

with teachers in            

departments across the 

Academy.  

The rich curriculum was 

in action across the 

Academy from                

dissections in Biology to 

live performances in  

Music. 

Throughout the evening 

presentations were giv-

en by Headteacher Mr 

Brown and Head 

of Sixth Form Mrs          

Holdback on how         

Bosworth Academy’s 

Sixth Form will prepare 

students to succeed in 

the wider world with the 

development of global 

competencies along 

with academic success. 

We thank all those who 

attended and we look 

forward to seeing you in 

the future. 
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A-level Results Success 
 

Bosworth Academy Sixth Form students have once 

again delivered outstanding A-level and AS-level             

results, making 2025 a year to remember. There was a 

real buzz of excitement as students collected             

exceptional results, reflecting their hard work and         

determination. 

Justin Brown who 

achieved A*A*AA and is 

going to study Natural 

Sciences at University of 

Cambridge: “I’m glad that 

all the hard work the past 

few years has paid off. 

I’m really happy with the 

grades I got.” 

Justin’s mother, Salma 

Meer added: “Justin said from a really young age he 

would go to a prestigious university. We thought he 

was kidding but he has proved us wrong. Now the 

joke is on us.” 

Amy de Cort who 

achieved A*A*A*A and is 

going to study History at 

the University of Oxford 

said: “I’m quite surprised 

with today’s results, I’m 

not going to lie. I’m glad 

that I got in. It is a very 

supportive environment here and the teachers are very 

supportive.” 

Jacob Woodier who achieved A*A*A*A* and is going 

on to study a degree apprenticeship at the Smith             

Institute said he was “feeling good” about the results. 

“I can’t do better than that with no room for                        

improvement! I have had so much support from the 

school. 

Enya Kanabar who achieved A*A*A and is going to 

study Accounting & Finance at the University of               

Warwick said: “I’m proud of myself. A weight has been 

lifted with all the hard work paying off.” 

Avani Geevakumar who achieved A*A*A*A and is       

going to study Medicine at the University of Liverpool 

said: “My heart rate is going so much I’m shaking. My 

advice to other students is don’t be scared to ask for 

help.” 

Headteacher Mr Brown said:,  

“We are absolutely thrilled to celebrate the outstanding 

achievements of our Sixth Form students receiving 

their A/AS Level results” 

Mrs Holdback, Head of Sixth Form said: 

“Congratulations to all our Sixth Form students for 

achieving such amazing results which will support 

them in their next steps, whether that be continuing to 

the second year of A level or moving on to university, 

an apprenticeship, gap year or the world of work! “ 

Year 13 Prom 
 

Year 13 Class of 2025 celebrated the end of their 

studies in style in August at the Y13 Prom at the City 

Rooms in Leicester. 

After arriving and posing for photos the students 

danced the night away as their time at Bosworth 

came to an end. 

We wish everyone of our Year 13 Class of 2025 the 

best for the future. 
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Languages Paris Trip 
 

In December, 23 

Post-16 students 

had the opportunity 

to visit Paris, the 

wonderful and        

vibrant European 

capital city, and one 

of the most visited in 

the world, with 48.7       

million tourists last 

year. Our students 

became part of this 

statistic as they       

enjoyed discovering 

la Ville Lumière. 

They visited many of 

the city’s most             

famous historical 

landmarks, including 

the Louvre Pyramid, 

the Champs-

Élysées, the Arc de 

Triomphe, the Eiffel 

Tower, Notre-Dame 

Cathedral, and the 

Château de            

Versailles. We must 

not forget the         

Montmartre district, 

where art feels       

accessible to           

everyone and where 

many famous         

painters once lived. 

Our students learned 

a great deal about 

the history of these 

landmarks,               

buildings, and          

cultural features, as 

well as the reasons 

they are so            

significant to the city. 

They were also truly 

impressed by the       

architectural style and 

elegance of these        

remarkable edifices. 

In the evenings, the 

students also had the 

chance to experience 

Parisian nightlife by dining in a traditional brasserie and 

enjoying typical French dishes—another authentic        

cultural moment that they greatly appreciated. Talking 

about nightlife, it must be said that the students also 

had the         

wonderful          

opportunity to 

discover Paris 

by night from the 

top of the           

Montparnasse 

Tower. 

However, this trip 

was not only 

about             

sightseeing. It 

was also about 

meeting people 

from Paris—

young people 

who share similar 

experiences and 

challenges. Our 

students spent a 

whole day with a 

group of Year 12 

French students 

from le Lycée 

Carcado-

Saisseval. They 

spent the         

morning at the school, working together and          

putting our 6Cs principles into action.             

Communication and collaboration flowed naturally 

between the French and English students,           

creating a rich and memorable real-life learning 

experience. 

Together, they took part in ice-breaker activities 

and presented their schools to each other in the 

target language of the host country. They then 

joined three discussion workshops based on their 

interests: teenage life, diversity, and AI. Each 

group created a poster to summarise their ideas 

and presented it to the whole class. 

In the afternoon, the students explored Paris 

through a city rally—what better way to learn in a 

real-life setting filled with culture and history? 

It is also worth mentioning that the group         

navigated Paris using the metro and other public 

transport, which not only strengthened their inde-

pendence but also allowed them to experience 

the daily life of local Parisians—les Parisiens dans 

leur vie de tous les jours. 

If you want to know more about our trip please 

see our Bosworth Academy X, Facebook,        

Instagram and LinkedIn accounts. 

Sébastien Mainard: Senior Leader Practitioner for 

the Life MAT & Head of the MFL faculty, 

Emma Cotton, Lead Practitioner and Associate 

SLT, 

Margaux Connan, MFL assistant for the Life MAT 
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How was it like 

working with other 

students from  

other LiFE MAT 

schools? 

It was awkward at 

first, because we 

had only met once 

before and were 

now going off to a 

new country        

together, but we 

quickly became 

very close and 

such good friends. 

We would spend 

our evenings sitting in the corridor of our dorm 

rooms talking for hours and helping each other with 

our speeches for the conference. It was really sad 

leaving them because the memories we made            

together made the whole experience so special. 

How was the overall experience? 

It was honestly such an incredible experience and 

I'm so lucky and thankful that I was chosen to do it. I 

made amazing friendships and awesome memories. 

I miss it already! 

Model UN India Trip 
 

In October Year 12 student, Poppy L-S, joined other 

students from the LiFE Multi-Academy Trust schools of 

Ashby School, Countesthorpe Academy, Ibstock 

School and The Winstanley School in an inspiring trip 

to India for a Model UN event hosted by Manav 

Rachna International School in Faridabad. 

We caught up with 

Poppy to find out 

more about this rare 

opportunity to richly 

develop the 6C skills 

of Citizenship,        

Communication,      

Collaboration, Char-

acter, Creativity and 

Critical Thinking. 

What does the Model UN mean to you? 

I think it's a chance for 

young people such as       

myself to get involved in  

today's politics and get a 

deep enough understanding 

of issues so we can form 

our own opinions on what 

we think solutions may be. 

How did you get the           

opportunity to go to India? 

I believe I was chosen out of 

a group of students after 

having my name put        

forward by one of my   

teachers who believed I’d 

make the most of the         

experience.  

What did you do in India? 

We ended up doing a lot of 

things and were very busy. 

As well as the conference, 

we did a lot of sightseeing 

such as going to Agra Fort 

and the Taj Mahal, We saw 

a lightshow one evening 

with giant puppets, and also 

had a culture evening that I 

ended up singing at! We 

also had so much delicious 

food. 

What were the main messages of the Model UN         

conference? 

The main one was to be resilient and keep going even 

if things were difficult, which was very important when 

your points were being torn apart by your fellow            

delegates. It was also heavily encouraged to just have 

a go, because you'll never improve if you don't try. 
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Mentoring For Achievement 
  

The peer mentoring project started again at the         

beginning of the autumn term.  

But what is peer mentoring exactly? “Mentoring is a 

structured and trusting relationship between a young 

person and a caring individual who offers guidance, 

support and encouragement.” 

In this project, it is 10 Year 13 students who mentor 

20 Year 11 students twice a week, for ½ hour during 

tutor time.  

The sessions take place in the Sixth Form foyer - 

The Oaks - around a hot chocolate. There is a        

fantastic and studious atmosphere as our Year 11 

students enjoy working with their mentor and value 

the one to one support.  It is an opportunity for them 

to learn and revise key topics and gain practice on 

exam questions.  It is also a chance to learn from 

the experience of an older student who has been in 

the same situation not so long ago. Trust is           

everything and the peer mentors use this to connect 

their students to learning. 

This project has made a real difference for the year 

11 last year. Students improved academically, they 

achieved better grades, and most of all they                

improved their attitude towards learning. Teachers 

noticed better participation in lessons and              

homework got more consistent. 

Based on this success, the project has recruited 12 

more Year 12 students this year, who have just 

started mentoring this week. This brings the total to 

25 Year 11 students receiving additional support to 

help them succeed at GCSE and significantly               

improve their future prospects. 

Mr Mainard, Senior Leader Practitioner and Head of 

MFL Faculty 

 

 

 

Excellence Evening 
 

On Thursday 11 September  we welcomed back           

students from the 2024-25 cohort across Years 11, 12 

and 13 to celebrate their achievements last year. 

Awards were given for achievements in each faculty 

along with individual student agency. The evening   

included entertainment from our talented Music          

students with featured soloists, duets and pianists. 

We congratulate all those students who have shown 

excellence whilst at Bosworth Academy and we wish 

them well in their future endeavours. 
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Reading Academy 
 

There is a real ‘buzz’ of enthusiastic reading in The 

Compass at the moment - Reading Academy is alive 

and kicking!  

Reading           

Academy is a 

paired reading 

scheme aimed 

at helping our 

KS3 pupils with 

their reading 

skills - and 

thanks to the 

enthusiasm of 

our Post-16 students the scheme this year is bigger 

than ever!  

We currently run this initiative twice weekly during 

tutor time. Pupils from Years 7 and 8 are               

encouraged to read an engaging book that falls 

within their reading range with guidance from their 

Post-16 reading ‘buddy’.  

Many thanks to all of our Post-16 students as, with-

out you, this would not have been possible - and 

many thanks to our KS3 readers - you are making 

incredible progress! 

Rosliston Fieldwork 
 

As part of their A-Level studies, Year 13 Geography 

students visited Rosliston Forestry Centre to carry out 

fieldwork focused on two key questions: How does 

water quality vary across the site? and How do the 

trees act as a carbon sink? 

Students used a 

range of fieldwork 

techniques to       

collect data from 

multiple locations 

across the centre. 

For the water  

quality                    

investigation, they 

measured variables 

such as pH,         

nitrate, and        

phosphate levels 

to assess how  

natural and human 

factors influence 

water conditions. 

To explore carbon 

storage, they       

recorded tree 

measurements,  

including height and 

trunk                  

circumference, and 

applied carbon         

estimation formulas 

to calculate how 

much carbon the 

forest was              

absorbing. 

Back in the             

classroom,           

students analysed 

their results,          

identified patterns, 

and drew           

conclusions about 

environmental    

processes at work. 

They then          

evaluated the        

reliability of their 

methods and         

reflected on how 

their findings linked 

to broader           

geographical        

concepts. 

Miss Wilson, 

Teacher of  Geography 
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Uni of Leicester STEM Talks 
 

In October students 

took part in               

engaging and thought-

provoking academic 

talks delivered by          

University of        

Leicester lecturers. 

The sessions, aimed at 

Post-16 learners with interests in Physics,                

Mathematics, Engineering, and Computer Science, 

offered a unique insight into university life, subject 

pathways, and future careers in STEM. 

Computer Science: Cracking the Caesar Cipher 

The Computer Science talk took a hands-on        

approach, using the Caesar Cipher to demonstrate 

how classical encryption techniques can be used to 

solve real-world problems.  

Mathematics: Predicting Viral Videos 

In the Mathematics session, students explored      

exponential growth through the lens of social media. 

The talk focused on modelling how and why videos 

go viral, using mathematical functions to predict 

viewership trends. This real-world application of 

maths sparked lively discussion and showed how 

abstract concepts can have tangible impact. 

Physics: The Dynamics of Geomagnetic Storms 

The Physics lecture delved into the terrestrial              

magnetosphere, exploring how it interacts with the 

ionosphere and ring current during geomagnetic 

storms.  

Engineering: Building Battle Bots 

Engineering students were given a behind-the-

scenes look at the types of projects they could         

expect to work on at Leicester — including design-

ing and building a fighting robot. The talk highlighted 

the practical, hands-on nature of the course and the 

collaborative skills developed through team-based 

engineering challenges. 

Expert Advice from Admissions Tutors 

Many of the guest speakers were admissions tutors 

from their respective faculties, offering valuable           

insights into what makes a successful university          

applicant. They shared tips on how to stand out, 

what questions students should be prepared to         

answer, and how to demonstrate genuine passion 

for their subject. 

Looking Ahead: A Visit to Leicester 

Following the success of the talks, there are plans to 

organise a follow-up visit to the University of            

Leicester, giving students the chance to explore the 

campus, meet current undergraduates, and         

experience university life first-hand. 

Mrs Coulson, Lead Practitioner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 Olympus Mons 
 

On Saturday, 27th November, Post-16 students from 

Bosworth Academy—Amninder, Connor, Lily, Aimee, 

Toby, Shrey-Aj, Daniel S, Daniel A, Thomas B and 

Thomas C —participated in the Regional UK Space 

Design Competition, held at the University of                   

Nottingham along with other local colleges. 

During the 12-hour day, the 

students designed a space  

cargo ship to deliver materials 

through the inner solar system 

under the imaginary company, 

Olympus Mons Trading            

Company. The design process 

included developing a ship to 

transport large metal casks, 

devising transportation             

methods to distribute these 

casks across the inner solar 

system, organising staff            

housing and work rotas,           

planning living quarters and 

food production for the staff, 

and determining the energy 

source for the ship. 

Throughout the day, they 

worked as a team to create 

detailed plans, hold planning 

meetings, and prepare a 

presentation of their ideas for 

judging. 

The students presented their 

ideas with clarity and            

confidence, answering the 

judges' questions in-depth. 

With great anticipation, they awaited the final results, 

but unfortunately they were not winners this 

year. Despite this the skills in communication, collabo-

ration and creativity they developed during the day will 

be invaluable to them in the future.  We were very 

proud of them. 

Mrs Coulson, Lead Practitioner 
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Qualified Solicitor at 23 
 

Former Bosworth 

Academy Sixth 

Form student  

Gabriella Norton 

has become one 

of the youngest 

solicitors in the 

country having 

qualified aged 23. 

Gabriella told 

Love Business 

East Midlands 

that qualifying as 

a solicitor at 23 

“feels surreal” and that “it’s the result of years of 

hard work, support and saying yes to every            

opportunity that came my way”. 

Speaking about her time in education Gabriella said: 

““At school, I was torn between English, where  I 

enjoyed interpreting and constructing arguments, 

and more creative subjects like art, where I could 

think outside of the box and express ideas visually. 

“When it came to choosing my degree, I was split 

between law and fashion marketing. Visiting             

university open days helped me realise that law 

would allow me to exercise the skills I had                 

developed in English while still offering room for           

creativity. 

“In the end I chose law because I felt it would keep 

me intellectually stimulated, allow me to make a 

meaningful difference and enable me to work with a 

variety of people across a number of different           

sectors.” 

Gabriella has now joined Shakespeare Martineau’s 

commercial services team, focusing on energy-

related legal matters – one of the fastest-growing 

sectors and most dynamic sectors in the Midlands. 

We wish Gabriella all the best in her career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitch Jackson Alumni Visit 
 

Alumni Mitch  

Jackson, who 

completed his 

studies at          

Bosworth          

Academy in 2011, 

came in to deliver a  

wonderful talk on 

Wednesday 3rd 

December regarding strength and conditioning.  

He is currently working with Chase Jackson, USA shot 

put record holder, currently ranked number 1 in the 

world. He is also involved in the training of 15 other 

Olympians. The first session was delivered to our A 

level PE students with link theory from the classroom 

to the real world of elite coaching.  

This was followed up by a plyometric session in the 

sports hall.  

During the talk, 

Mitch shared his 

story of how his 

career went from A 

Level Physical          

Education at       

Bosworth          

Academy to a        

university degree in 

environmental       

sciences to then 

competing as Brit-

ain’s Strongest Man and then as a strength and condi-

tioning coach to elite athletes. Mitch shared some ap-

plied theoretical concepts that are taught on both at 

GCSE and A Level which really helped bring the learn-

ing from our classrooms to life.  

Mitch was a real inspiration and a great example of 

how hard work and dedication can take an ordinary 

Bosworth Academy student to the very top of their 

sport both as a performer and then as a coach. It was 

a delight to see Mitch again and we all wish him and 

his wife, Chase, the very best in their careers. 

Mr Gough, Teacher of PE 
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Dodgeball European Medal 
 

Year 13 student Ollie P recently led England to Bronze 

in the Junior European Dodgeball Championships at 

U18 Boys level. 

We caught up with Ollie 

who told us about the 

event: 

“I had a wonderful time 

with a once in a lifetime        

experience. I was           

nominated as captain of 

this squad after many 

gruelling hard working 

trial stages. This was the 

first time us as England 

had entered an            

international tournament 

so was new for            

everyone. Many of the 

European teams had 

trained together for a 

Important Contact Details 
 

KS5 Leader Assistant Headteacher: Louise Holdback louiseh27@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

Head of Year 12: Chloe Stephenson chloes3@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

Head of Year 13: Alison Woolley awoolley1@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

KS5 Administrative Assistant: Lesley Brookes lbrookes@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

Assistant Headteacher  & Designated Safeguarding Lead:  Nikki Whitaker nwhitaker@bosworthacademy.org.uk  

Student Support: studentjusttalk@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Be Better Than You Thought You Could Be 

large number of years but we had never had a squad 

and had only had 6 days training together, so          

expectations were low. 

“Despite that the event was spectacular and leading 

the squad out to the national anthem was certainly 

something that I will never forget. The squad got off 

to a flying start beating Czech in their first game. The 

game that followed was France who were reigning 

champions. Despite the obvious challenge the squad 

gave it their heart and soul and were only defeated 

narrowly. Next up was day two where we played 

Spain B, securing our place in the knockout stages. 

Spain A were our opponent with it being the home 

nation atmosphere was electric. Winning this meant 

a place in the top four and a semi final against       

Austria. Another strong dodgeball nation. Austria 

were dominant from the start but despite being       

behind England clawed it back for half time.         

Unfortunately after some great dodgeball from both 

teams, Austria came out on top, leaving us to       

contend for third place. Italy wanted that bronze 

medal as much as us, but a strong performance 

from the whole team, secured us the podium and 

England’s first ever junior medal. The girls team also 

secured a bronze, so celebrations all round the 

squad!” 

Well done Ollie - showing great Character to take the 

bronze! 
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